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Summary of the Upcoming Week

• Hurricane Laura has rapidly intensified to a strong Category 2 
hurricane with sustained winds of 110 mph.  

• Laura will continue to strengthen today and is expected to 
make landfall as a major hurricane late tonight near the TX/LA 
border.

• Slight risk of severe thunderstorms with tornadoes across SE 
TX into LA.

• Moderate risk area for excessive rainfall/flash flooding across 
SE TX/LA.
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FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix
Aug 26, 2020 - Aug 30, 2020

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon –A Few Times a Year

Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria.  State or local threat level criteria 

may differ.*

For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the last slide in this briefing. 

DAY / THREAT Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Severe Storms LA LA, AR
LA, AR

OK Panhandle

Heavy Rain / 

Flash Flooding

SE TX/SW LA W AR,  NW LA, E TX
LA, AR

E TX/LA E OK/TX/AR LA

Fire Weather

Tropical 

Winds / Surge
S LA/SE TX

LA, E TX (AM)

LA, E TX, S AR

Heat

River Flooding
SE TX

SW LA
SE TX, S LA SE TX, LA SE TX, LA
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Tropical Weather Outlook – Atlantic/Gulf

See http://www.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms

Areas of Possible Development

Area
Chance of 

Development
Potential Impacts to FEMA 6

Active Tropical Cyclones

Storm Potential Impacts to FEMA 6

Laura
Impacts from Laura in LA / TX begin 

today.

See next slides for more information

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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Hurricane Laura

See http://www.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms

Hurricane Laura is 315 miles south southeast of Lake Charles, LA and moving northwest at 15 mph.  

Maximum sustained winds are near 110 mph with higher gusts.  Laura is expected to strengthen to a Category 4 hurricane 

today and remain a major hurricane through landfall late tonight near TX/LA border.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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5-Day Precipitation Forecast & River Flood Status
Note:  Even though the image displays 5 days of forecasted rainfall, river forecasts only include 1-2 days of rainfall

http://water.weather.gov/ahps for latest river flooding

Tropical Storm Laura will bring 

widespread heavy rainfall to 

portions of E TX, LA, and AR today 

through Thursday.

Some locations near the coast 

forecast to reach major flood due 

to storm surge impacts.

Significant river flooding is possible 

in SE TX along lower Sabine River 

and portions of the Neches River.

Minor to moderate river flooding 

possible across much of LA.

http://water.weather.gov/ahps
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Flood Hazard Outlook
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Today’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Severe Weather Outlook Excessive Rainfall Outlook

Hurricane impacts from Laura.
• Hurricane winds across SE 

TX/SW LA

• Storm surge across SE TX/S LA.

• Heavy rain/flash flooding

• Isolated tornadoes.

Heavy rain/flash flooding leading to 

river flooding across SE TX/LA.

Heavy surf/dangerous rip currents.
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Tomorrow’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Severe Weather Outlook Excessive Rainfall Outlook

Severe thunderstorms with 

tornadoes and heavy rain/flash 

flooding possible over LA/E 

TX/AR.

Tropical storm/hurricane force 

winds from Laura are possible 

across E TX, LA and AR.  
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Friday's Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Severe Weather Outlook Excessive Rainfall Outlook

Heavy rain possible in AR from 

Laura.

Isolated heavy rain possible in 

LA from Laura.
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Days 4-5 Weather Hazards
Saturday - Sunday

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon –A Few Times a Year

Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria. 

State or local threat level criteria may differ.*

For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the 

last slide in this briefing. 

River flooding from Laura 

continues across E TX, LA and 

AR.
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Space Weather 3-Day Forecast

Click here for a 

Description of the Space 

Weather Storm Scales

Click here for the Latest 

3-Day Space Weather 

Forecast Text

Wednesday Thursday Friday

Geomagnetic Storms
Quiet

(Max Kp = 3)

Quiet

(Max Kp = 2)

Quiet

(Max Kp = 2)

Solar Radiation Storm (S1-S5) 1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout (R1-R2) 1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout (R3-R5) 1% 1% 1%

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast


For more information, please contact:

National Weather Service

Southern Region Headquarters

Regional Operations Center

Fort Worth, TX

Phone:   (682) 703-3747

E-mail:   sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov

Web:   http://www.weather.gov/srh
@NWSSouthern https://twitter.com/NWSSouthern https://facebook.com/NWSSouthern

mailto:sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/srh
https://twitter.com/NWSSouthern
https://facebook.com/NWSSouthern


Criteria for the 
color codes in 
this briefing is 

to the left, 
please provide 
any feedback 

to 
sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov.


